




had never experienced anything like it. I was
standing in the blissfully warm shallows of a
deserted Thai island drinking champagne and

nibbling a caviar canapé – and wondered if I’d
slipped into a wonderful dream.

This was Caviar in the Surf, one of the highlights
of a relaxing beach day at the island of Ko Kood
and a high point of an exotic two-week voyage
from Hong Kong to Singapore with Yachts of
Seabourn.

The surroundings were stunning; the service was
top-notch; and the attention to detail and pure
pampering had all the hallmarks of a quality
experience – something that this luxury cruise line
prides itself on.

That had been evident from the moment I’d
stepped aboard Seabourn Spirit. The Far Eastern
heat and hubbub vanished in an instant to be
replaced by a cool, tranquil ambience, understated
luxury and impeccable service.

With just 208 passengers and 164 crew, there were
more than enough staff to take care of every
passenger’s need. Plus, with food, drinks and
gratuities included in the cost of the cruise, no one
needed to worry about running up a frightening
on-board bill.

Dining was a succulent treat with a choice of three
excellent locations. The main venue was The
Restaurant, where waiters gallantly linked arms and
escorted single ladies to and from their tables,
while Restaurant 2 had more of a bistro feel and
held wonderful Tastings evenings where diners
were served bite-size delicacies which really did
taste as good as they looked.

Not to be missed was Surf and Turf at the Sky Grill
where eating al fresco and overlooking the likes of
Bangkok and Ho Chi Minh City were the perfect
ingredients for a memorable evening. 

I loved the cosy, sociable atmosphere of this ship,
which was more reminiscent of a private club with

Caviar in the Surf
Sara Macefield recalls a sublime fortnight aboard
Seabourn Spirit in the Far East
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Clockwise from top left :

1. Caviar in the Surf

2. Balcony Suite

3. Observation Lounge

4. Lobster Lunch

5 .Sepak Dancers

6. Jacuzzi on Deck
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crew members addressing passengers by name
and even remembering their favourite tipples.
Intimate touches like this helped to personalise the
whole Seabourn experience – but there was so
much more too. Take the complimentary “massage
moments” on deck where therapists provided a
wonderfully relaxing diversion.

Then there were the customised tours ashore and a
private reception for guests in Ho Chi Minh City
where, on our return to the ship, we were greeted
with a red carpet welcome as the crew lined up on
in a guard of honour. 

I marvelled at such attention to detail. Seabourn
may be one of the smallest cruise lines afloat, but it
is clearly a giant when it comes to looking after its
passengers – and it will spoil you for anything else.

*Seabourn Pride will be cruising Asia in winter 2009/10 and
2010/11 offering sailings between Vietnam and Thailand
and around Japan, Korea and China. 
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World News

India’s first Tiger Circuit is
complete

Taj Safaris' fourth jungle lodge, Banjaar
Tola, is now open, marking the completion
of India's first tiger circuit. It is situated on
the edge of the Banjaar River overlooking
Kanha National Park.

Banjaar Tola is a collection of two camps
(each with nine tented suites), spacious
guest areas, swimming pool,
comprehensive library and plenty of places
for al fresco dining.

Daily safari excursions include interpretive
morning and evening drives in the jungle
with expert andBEYOND*-trained naturalists
and tiger viewing by elephant. Kanha is one
of India's largest national parks, covering
750 square miles, located in the Maikal Hills
of the Satpura Hill range in the southeastern
part of the state of Madhya Pradesh.

*andBEYOND was formerly CC Africa

Angsana Velavaru, located in the
pristine South Nilandhe Atoll, is set
to unveil new standards in resort
living. In July 2009, it will launch the
first standalone collection of water
villas in the Maldives that is not on
an island. This exclusive cluster of 34
InOcean Villas, together with a
dedicated Italian restaurant and bar,
is located one kilometre away from
the island of Velavaru. A first in the
Maldives, the "floating resort" is
perched in the middle of the Indian
Ocean,

Perched on a hilltop overlooking
one of the most beautiful beaches
in Seychelles, Four Seasons
recently opened its latest hotel. 

The design of the new resort takes
full advantage of the pristine,
tropical landscape with villas
scattered at many levels across the
hillside of the 170 acre plot, with
buggies offering the most effective
mode of transport between the
villas and the main resort buildings
and the wonderful beach. For the
best views a visit to the hilltop spa
is a must.

Let the agent do the research The advantages of the current economic downturn is that so many hotels
and tour opoerators are keen to attract business. One of the best ways 
to do so is to make sure that travel agents are aware of the latest deals. 
Talk to your agent and let them find you the ideal package. 

A secure booking - The demise of airlines and tour operators has been regular news over the
Finacially and with support last year as has been the plight of travellers left stranded abroad or out of

pocket before the holiday had even begun! The danger of using non-
bonded booking channels is especially risky in this economic climate so 
the best advice will always be to use a bonded travel agent. They will also
be there for you, should you be caught up in unforeseen events abroad.

Maldives “floating resort”

Four Seasons Resort opens in Seychelles

-  The advantages of using a travel consultantThe Canny Traveller






